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PITCHSIDE MANAGEMENT AT ARMY COMPETITION FIXTURES
Reference:

A.
RFU Handbook 2012/13 – RFU Regulations.

1.
I write to remind all Unit and Corps management teams that there is a requirement under RFU Regulation 13 – Adult Competitions, to make provision for barriers from the field of play for spectators and also to control adequately the administrative and coaching staff and replacement players on the side of the pitch. The extract from Reference A is shown below for ease of reference:

Barrier from Field of Play

13.7.3 Each home Club playing a match in an RFU Competition must make provision:

(a) to ensure that (with the exception of Permitted Personnel as defined in

13.7.6 below) all other persons are kept at a reasonable distance from the

playing area by permanent or temporary barriers and

(b) for two Technical Areas one for each team in a match to which Permitted

Personnel (when not undertaking their duties) are to be restricted during

the match other than for the period of half-time.

13.7.4 At Level 5 and below and only where the club committee is satisfied it is

impractical or unnecessary for permanent or temporary pitchside barriers or

Technical Areas to be in place each Club in a match must (unless the referee

agrees otherwise) ensure that:

(a) with the exception of Permitted Personnel, all other persons remain at a

reasonable distance from the playing area, and;

(b) Permitted Personnel (when not undertaking their duties) remain on the side

of the pitch designated by the home Club within an area bounded by the

centre and ten metre line on the pitch and two metres from the side line of the

pitch at the end of the pitch in which it’s team plays the first half of the match.

13.7.5 Where there are permanent dugouts or shelters team replacements and

coaching staffs must confine themselves to them or remain outside the

pitchside barriers, or if none, the playing enclosure (as defined by the Referee)

other than when a player is about to replace a player on the pitch, when a player


is temporarily suspended or for the periods of half-time.

The permanent or temporary barriers should be at a safe distance to allow the passage of the Assistant Referee’s along the pitch and to avoid spectators impinging on play.

2.
It should also be noted that according to the Regulations, the Permitted Personnel includes no more than four water carriers (including medical staff and replacement players) who are permitted within the pitchside area. It is fully understood that within Army Competitions this normally includes coaching staff as well, however I would ask that units and Corps teams enter into the spirit of these regulations in ensuring that some form of temporary barrier and technical area is provided at all fixtures in order to manage the personnel alongside the pitch.
3.
Included in this request is the reminder that all team management staff must set the example on the side of the pitch. There have been too many instances over the years of abuse of the referee from the touchline. Remember – a referee can charge or cite club staff for abuse of the referee and this will be dealt with by the Disciplinary Panel under Regulation 19.
P R Stannett

P R STANNETT

Lt Col

for Chairman ARU
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