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RUGBY SEASON 2013-14 - RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION AND ARMY RUGBY UNION (ARU) AFFILIATION  - RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION MANDATORY INSURANCE - ARMY RUGBY UNION COMMUNITY CUP ENTRIES

INTRODUCTION

1.
Please find enclosed with this letter the paperwork required for all clubs playing rugby union within the Army Rugby Union (ARU) in the season 2013/2014. Please take time to read it thoroughly as there is important detail that has changed since last season and complete the proforma carefully and accurately.

RFU VOTING AND NON VOTING CLUBS

2.
All unit clubs wishing to play rugby during season 2013-2014 must become affiliated to the ARU; additionally unit clubs that meet certain key criteria will be affiliated to the Rugby Football Union (RFU).  Full details are contained on Proforma 1A (ARU clubs – ‘non voting’ status) and 1B (RFU clubs- ‘voting status) which are enclosed at Annex B.  
3.
Clubs that meet the key criteria (presently the ARU only have 5 voting clubs) will receive proforma 1B, if you do not receive this proforma and wish to apply for Section 1 status (and receive direct access to RFU International tickets), you must play a minimum of twelve fixtures (a full fixture list for this and last season must be submitted to the ARU) and four of the twelve fixtures must be against ‘voting clubs’ as highlighted on the RFU ‘rugby first’ database website. 
RFU RUGBY FIRST

4.
All clubs that are affiliated to the ARU now have their own page on the RFUs ‘rugby first’ website; http://www.rfu.com/ManagingRugby/RugbyFirst.aspx, unit rugby offices are to contact the RFU ‘rugby first’ support desk on 020 8831 6651 or via Rugby First Support rugbyfirstsupport@therfu.com to obtain their login and password, if they have not already got this. Rugby First allows the RFU to interrogate all clubs affiliated to a Constituent Body (the ARU) to check fixture lists, insurance status and contacts etc. Rugby Officers must ensure as part of their hand over the incoming ‘unit rugby officer’ their successor is fully conversant of their roles and responsibilities relating to updating the RFU rugby first unit page. The RFU will provide monthly updates to the ARU on teams that have successfully logged into rugby first, teams that do not obtain their log in to rugby first and populate as required will lose accreditation to the ARU.
INSURANCE
5.
This season there is be a one off affiliation fee of £50, this will cover all admin fees, cup entries if applicable and a proportion of the fee will also go towards the administration of the RFU insurance scheme. There are no other costs. Cheques are to be made payable to ‘The Army Rugby Union’ and returned with a full fixture list for last year and a proposed fixture list for the 12/13 season as at Annex E. Failure to do so will result in your insurance playing certificate NOT being issued and you not being able to play rugby. Clubs who affiliate to the ARU/RFU will again automatically receive insurance cover for death and permanent total disability (playing insurance) through the RFU insurance scheme.  Details regarding the scheme are explained at Annex A.
6.
Corps and Divisional Secretaries are requested that they ensure all clubs have received a copy of this letter complete with the attached paperwork, if any clubs/units have not received the letter and paperwork they are to contact this office whereupon it will be re-issued. The letter will also be made available on the ARU website www.armyrugbyunion.org.uk , Corps and Divisional Secretaries are also requested to inform the ARU Secretariat of any newly formed club/unit wishing to play rugby and who may not be on the ARU distribution list.

7.
Addressees are to contact the undersigned if they have any questions

Mr C Fowke
Secretary ARU

94222 7081
Enclosures:

Annex:

A.
Insurance Scheme Details
B.
Proforma 1A/1B Affiliation to the ARU/RFU

C.
Structured Season Document 
D.
Blank Fixture List for Season 2012/13
Distribution:

Action:

All present units/clubs currently affiliated to the ARU

Regional Rugby Chairmen

UK Rugby Secretaries – Please ensure that all know rugby playing units/clubs within your AOR receive a copy of this letter.

UK Corps Secretaries - Please ensure that all know rugby playing units/clubs within your Corps receive a copy of this letter.

HQ Land Command (G3 (Trg) – Please publicise requirements in appropriate routine orders.

UKSC (G) Sport Board

BA(G) Rugby Secretary
BATUS, CYPRUS, Secretaries 
SO2 PD DIV/DIST.

Information:

Chairman ARU

Directors of Rugby

ARU Council

Director ASCB
Secretary ASCB
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